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levy rates on all the landowners of a parish and to maintain such of
the poor people who could not work for physical unfitness. For the
able-bodied poor, who were out of work, employment was provided
in the work-houses. Thus the problem of unemployment was solved
to a great extent.

All her efforts resulted in solving social and economic problems
of her country to a great extent and added to its material prosperity.

(D) Financial Difficulty. The Treasury was emptied and the
nation was in debt. There were four reasons for this:

(a)  There was misgovernment both under Edward VI and
Mary;

(b)  England's war with France had drained her treasury;

(c)  Mary had been so busy with religious affairs that she paid
no attention to internal progress; and

(d)  Mary had given up the Church lands that Were in the
possession of the State.

Elizabeth reformed the coinage, encouraged trade and indus-
tries, gave facilities to the Huguenots, restored the credit of England
in foreign markets* founded Trading Companies, controlled the ex-
penses of the State by allowing no mismanagement and carefully
avoided wars and followed the policy of peace particularly in the
first twenty-five years of her reign. The treasury was thus improved.

(I) Personal and Political Difficulties. She had to face political
difficulties at the hands of the Catholics and the Pope.

(i) The Catholics supported the claims of Mary, Queen of Scots
(the descendant of Margaret eldest daughter of Henry VII) to the
throne of England by declaring Elizabeth as the illegitimate daughter
of Henry VIII by Anne Boleyn.

(ii) The Pope (Pius V) refused to acknowledge her as Queen
of England. In 1570 the Pope issued a Bull excommunicating and
deposing Elizabeth.

(iii) Mary, Queen of Scots, was a source of constant danger to
the safety of Elizabeth. A number of plots were formed with the
object of killing Elizabeth and placing Mary on the throne of England.
AH these plots had failed and at last Elizabeth had to order Mary to
be executed in 1587 for she was found guilty of participating in a plot
which aimed at murdering Elizabeth.

Plots Against Elizabeth

(1)  The Ridolfi Plot, 1571.   Ridolfi, a Florentine banker,   in-
duced the Duke of Norfolk to put himself at the head of the rebel-
lion.   He was to marry Mary.   The object of the plot was to release
Mary (because she was in imprisonment in England) depose Eliza-
beth and restore Catholics.   The plot was detected and Norfolk was
executed.

(2)  The Throgmorton Plot, 1583,   The object of th$ plot   was